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Last Sunday of the Church Year – Christ the King Sunday – Sunday November 22, 2020 9:00 am  

Music Today                Terrie Sanchez and Bethlehem Choir 

AS WE GATHER 

Today is the Last Sunday of the Church Year. This Sunday is traditionally filled with themes of Christ’s roles as 

King and Judge. But consider these words from Psalm 95: “We are the people of His pasture and the sheep of 

His hand.” We are God’s chosen sheep. He is our Shepherd. We follow Him as He goes to seek the lost, bring 

back the stray, and bind up the injured. 

Pre-service Music                   

Gathering Song             As We Come Together   

Welcome & Invocation                  Rev Dr Neil Rand 

Opening Song                   Come, Ye Thankful People, Come LSB 892 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

Call to Worship  Psalm 95:1–3a, 6–7 

Pastor:  Oh come, let us sing to the Lord; 

People: let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! 

Pastor:  Let us come into His presence with thanksgiving! 

People: For the Lord is a great God. 

Pastor:  Oh come, let us worship and bow down. 

People: For He is our God, 

Pastor:  and we are the people of His pasture, 

People: and the sheep of His hand. 
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Confession and Forgiveness    

Pastor: Indeed, our heavenly Father has called us to be His people. He has led us to green pastures and 

still waters. Yet, there have been times when we have treated our fellow sheep with disdain, 

when we have wandered away from our Shepherd. But our Good Shepherd does not abandon 

us, and we confess our sins before Him and one another. 

Silence for reflection 

Pastor:  Heavenly Father, 

People: we confess that we have wandered away from You. We confess that we have acted 

shamefully toward our brothers and sisters in Christ. We have sinned in our thoughts, 

words, and actions. We have failed by our inactivity. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, O 

Lord, that we might follow You to the green pastures and still waters of everlasting life. 

Pastor: Our heavenly Father has heard Your confession and sent His only Son, Jesus, to be our Good 

Shepherd. Jesus searches for each one of His sheep. He brings back those who have strayed. He 

binds up the injured. He even lays down His life for the sheep. By Christ’s death and resurrection, 

God forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

People: Amen. We are sought by our Shepherd. We are forgiven in Christ. 

Prayer of the Day  

Pastor:  Heavenly Father, You care for all people regardless of their wealth or heritage, and You have 

made us heirs of Your salvation. Strengthen us, that we care for the poor, weak, and lonely, and 

that all our neighbors may know Your gracious love; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

Reader                             Judy Baggenstoss 

Old Testament Reading                                                                                                   Ezekiel 34:11–16, 20–24 

(God will search for His sheep.) 

 11“For thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I, I myself will search for my sheep and will seek them out. 12As a 

shepherd seeks out his flock when he is among his sheep that have been scattered, so will I seek out my sheep, 

and I will rescue them from all places where they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. 
13And I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring them into their 

own land. And I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the ravines, and in all the inhabited places of the 

country. 14I will feed them with good pasture, and on the mountain heights of Israel shall be their grazing land. 

There they shall lie down in good grazing land, and on rich pasture they shall feed on the mountains of Israel. 
15I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I myself will make them lie down, declares the Lord GOD. 16I 

will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, 

and the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them in justice. . . . 

 20“Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: Behold, I, I myself will judge between the fat sheep and 

the lean sheep. 21Because you push with side and shoulder, and thrust at all the weak with your horns, till you 

have scattered them abroad, 22I will rescue my flock; they shall no longer be a prey. And I will judge between 

sheep and sheep. 23And I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he 

shall feed them and be their shepherd. 24And I, the LORD, will be their God, and my servant David shall be prince 

among them. I am the LORD; I have spoken.” 

Reader:      This is the Word of our Lord. 
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People:     Thanks be to God. 

Epistle Reading                                                                                                 1 Corinthians 15:20–28  

(The last enemy to be destroyed is death.) 

 20But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 21For as 

by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. 22For as in Adam all die, so also in 

Christ shall all be made alive. 23But each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming those who 

belong to Christ. 24Then comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom to God the Father after destroying every 

rule and every authority and power. 25For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. 26The 

last enemy to be destroyed is death.  27For “God has put all things in subjection under his feet.” But when it 

says, “all things are put in subjection,” it is plain that he is excepted who put all things in subjection under him. 
28When all things are subjected to him, then the Son himself will also be subjected to him who put all things in 

subjection under him, that God may be all in all. 

Reader:     This is the Word of our Lord. 

People:    Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Reading                                                                                                                          Matthew 25:31–46  

(The separation of the sheep and the goats) 

 31[Jesus said:] “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on 

his glorious throne. 32Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate people one from another 

as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33And he will place the sheep on his right, but the goats on 

the left. 34Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the 

kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. 35For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was 

thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36I was naked and you clothed me, I was 

sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.’ 37Then the righteous will answer him, saying, 

‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? 38And when did we see you a 

stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you? 39And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit 

you?’ 40And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, 

you did it to me.’ 

 41“Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for 

the devil and his angels. 42For I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no drink, 
43I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and you 

did not visit me.’ 44Then they also will answer, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger 

or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to you?’ 45Then he will answer them, saying, ‘Truly, I say to 

you, as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ 46And these will go away into 

eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

               

Children’s Message 
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Song of the Day         Have No Fear, Little Flock   LSB 735 

 

 

 
Tune and text: © 1973 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005858 

Sermon     Christ is King of Sheep and Goat          Rev Dr Neil Rand                                           

Creed – Nicene Creed 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and 

invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all 

worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one 

substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation 

came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. 

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the 

right hand of the Father. 

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

whose kingdom will have no end.  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 

Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the 

prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for 

the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life  of the world to come. 

Amen. 

 

Prayers of the Church    

Pastor: Dear heavenly Father, You promise to seek the lost. We pray for all those who have wandered 

away from Your Church. We pray that You would strengthen us to reach out to them, to receive 

them with open arms and open hearts when they return home. Hear our prayer, O Lord. 

People: Give ear to our cry. 

Pastor: Lord, You promise to strengthen the weak. Send Your strength and courage to all those who 

need it, to the aging, the lonely, the tired, and the vulnerable. Protect and defend them from the 

wolves of this world. Hear our prayer, O Lord. 

People: Give ear to our cry. 
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Pastor: Lord, You promise to feed Your sheep with good pasture. Raise up faithful servants and 

shepherds to share the nourishment of Your Word and Sacraments with all Your sheep. Hear our 

prayer, O Lord. 

People: Give ear to our cry. 

Pastor: Lord, You promise to rescue Your flock from all enemies. Guard and keep us from the enemies 

of sin, death, and Satan. Lead us away from temptation and always closer to the arms of our 

Good Shepherd. Hear our prayer, O Lord. 

People: Give ear to our cry. 

Pastor: Lord, You promise to bind up the injured. Bring Your healing to all those who suffer now 

through injury, illness, and oppression. O Lord, Hear us now on behalf of those in our 

congregation and all who stand in need: 

Local concerns may be added by congregational elder here. 

Pastor: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 

mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 

Sharing the Peace – Doxology   LSB 805 

D 1 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host: 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen. 
Text: Public domain 

Holy Communion 

Preface  

Pastor:   The Lord be with you. [2 Timothy 4:22] 

People:  And also with you.  

Pastor:   Lift up your hearts. [Colossians 3:1]  

People:  We lift them to the Lord.  

Pastor:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. [Psalm 136]  

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

The Words of Our Lord  [Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25] 

Proclamation of Christ 

Pastor:   As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.  

[1 Cor.11:26] 

People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. [Revelation 22:20] 

Lord’s Prayer [Matthew 6:9–13] 

Pastor:    Lord Jesus Christ, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

People:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 

and ever. Amen. 

Distribution  
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Benediction  [Numbers 6:24-26] 

Pastor:  The LORD bless you and keep you. 

             The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The LORD look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 

Sending Song                  Crown Him with Many Crowns  LSB 525 vv 1,4,5 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Part 2. Copyright © 2020 CPH. All rights reserved. 

 

Announcements  
 

*** TODAY*** 

Holy Communion: Communion cups can be picked up by an Elder. We will open them together during distribution.  

Please note you are to open the wafer side up first and after opening the wine side, please return the seal to avoid any 

spillage.   

Sunday Morning Bible Studies:  An adult Bible study will take place in the worship space following today’s service.  

Jim Harrison is also leading a Bible class titled: “Tackling Today’s Topics”.  Come and join during Education Hour in the 

chapel. 

Education Hour: Sunday School, Jr High Confirmation Class, and High School Youth education runs from 10:20-11:30 

am downstairs. 

*** OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS *** 

Weekday Bible Studies: The Men’s bible study has resumed on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month at 9:30 am.   

Thanksgiving Eve:  Come and give thanks to God this Wednesday November 25th at 7pm for a special Thanksgiving eve 

message. 

Christmas Poinsettias: Help beautify our altar and honor your loved ones this Christmas by purchasing poinsettias.  

Orders are due by Sunday, November 29th and can be placed in the offering plate. 

Nominations: If you or someone you know are interested in the Board of Directors, Board of Elders, Treasurer or 

Financial Secretary role please speak to Cheryl Awe, Robyne Schumacher, or Ross Johnson.  Your name will then be 

given to the nomination committee.  A final slate of candidates will be shared 4 weeks prior to the annual meeting in 

January. 



7 

 

Communion RSVP: Those who wish to continue receiving communion outside of our worship service are asked to 

contact the church office. 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing: Consider signing up to ring the bell at Wales Pick ‘N Save during the Christmas season.  

Various times available from 9-6.  Sign up located across from the welcome desk. Any questions, please talk to Tom 

Gitzlaff. 

Giving: Please know that Bethlehem’s operating budget is 100% reliant on your faithful giving. We have online and 

mobile giving available for your convenience.  Simply download the GivePlus app on your phone or find the link on our 

website to get started.   

*** MISSION AND OUTREACH*** 

Yellow Envelopes: Bethlehem supports many missions.  Please use the large gold mission envelopes located on the 

welcome desk to give to the mission of your choice. 

KM Food Pantry: The Kettle Moraine Food Pantry is no longer accepting food donations.  Monetary donations are 

accepted via mail.  Thank you for your continued support. 

*** WHAT’S HAPPENING IN OUR PRESCHOOL*** 

Butter Braid orders are here for pick up this week!  Orders are in the freezer in the kitchen. 

During this season of Thanksgiving, the preschool staff and families would like to express our gratitude to the church and 

congregation for your constant support of our preschool.  We could not do what we do for our community and our 

families without your support.  While this holiday will likely look very different during this challenging time, we hope 

that each of you have a joyful celebration and make some amazing, and possibly new, memories and traditions.  Our 

blessings are many, and God is always good!  Happy Thanksgiving! 

 
This Week at Bethlehem 

Sun 9:00 am Worship 

10:20 am Youth Education Classes 

10:30 am Adult Education Classes 

Tues  9:30 am Men’s Bible Study 

  7:00 pm Board of Director’s Meeting 

       Wed 7:00 pm Thanksgiving Eve Worship 

Sun 9:00 am Worship 

      No Education Classes 

  

 

** Pastor is on vacation November 19th – 28th.  Please contact the office or your Elder for any needs.  Thank you to Pastor Rand for 

leading us in worship while Pastor Aaron is on vacation! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


